RITES AND FESTIVALS                261

nesian ideas. Each of these epochs left a deep mark in Balinese
ritual; to the native Balinese cults of ancestors, of the elements,
and of evil spirits, were added the sacrifices of blood and the
practices of black magic of the Tantric Buddhists, the Vishnuite
cult of the underworld, Brahmanic juggling of mystic words and
cabalistic syllables, the cremation of the dead, and so forth, all,
however, absorbed and transformed to the point of losing their
identity, to suit the temper of the Balinese.

It is true that Hindu gods and practices are constantly in evi-
dence, but their aspect and significance differ in Bali to such
an extent from orthodox Hinduism that we find the primitive
beliefs of a people who never lost contact with the soil rising
supreme over the religious philosophy and practices of their
masters. Like the Catholicism of some American Indians, Hin-
duism was simply an addition to the native religion, more as
a decoy to keep the masters content, a strong but superficial
veneer of decorative Hinduistic practices over the deeply rooted
animism of the Balinese natives.

Religion is to the Balinese both race and nationality; a Bali-
nese loses automatically the right to be called a Balinese if he
changes his faith or if a Balinese woman marries a Mohammedan,
a Chinese, or a Christian, because she takes leave forever of
her own family gods when she moves into her husband's home
and instead worships his gods from that time on. The religious
sages, the Brahmanic priests, remain outsiders, aloof from the
ordinary Balinese, who have their own priests, simple people
whose office is to guard and sweep the community temples, in
which there are no idols, no images of gods to be worshipped.
These temples are frequented by the ancestral gods, who are
supposed to occupy temporarily the little empty shrines dedi-
cated to them, when visiting their descendants. The Balinese
live with their forefathers in a great family of the dead and the
living, and it would be absurd for them to try to make converts
of another nationality, since the ancestors of the converts would
still remain of another race apart.